
Government Test Study Guide
Articles of Confederation
· Americans needed to establish their own government once they declared their independence from Britain.
· Americans wanted the country to be a republic. A republic is a government with elected representatives.
· States organized their governments and adopted their own state constitutions (set of rules).
· The Articles of Confederation were America’s first constitution. A confederation is a group or league.
· Most Americans favored a weak central government and strong independent states.
· The Articles called for :A limited central government, a one branch legislature called Congress, and all states would have equal representatives and one single vote
· Positives: it was a plan of government, signed the Treaty of Paris (ending the American Revolution), they could declare war, make peace, a post office, and new land policies
· Negatives: could not tax, had no chief executive (president), no national courts, could not control trade, larger states thought they should have more votes than smaller states
· Delegates met to revise the Articles of Confederation, but decided to start over
· They met in Philadelphia at the Constitutional Convention
Constitutional Convention and Compromise
· The Constitutional Convention met to determine how to set up the government and improve on the Articles of Confederation
· There were two plans: The Virginia Plan and the New Jersey Plan
· The Virginia Plan: proposed by states with larger populations, a bicameral (two houses) lawmaking body called “Congress”. The number of representatives would be determined based on the population of the state; larger states would have more power in the government. 
· The New Jersey Plan: proposed by states with smaller populations, a unicameral (one house) government that had equal representatives for each state. The smaller states were in favor of this plan because they would be equal with the larger state.
· Great Compromise: A bicameral congress. The first house was the House of Representatives, who were determined by the population of each state. The second house was the Senate; the number of senators (two) was equal for all states.
· People in favor of the Constitution were called Federalists; people opposed to it were Anti-Federalists. The Constitution was ratified (agreed to) in 1788
Separation of Powers:
· Created three branches of government: Legislative, Executive, and Judicial
· Separate the branches of government so no one branch would have too much power
· Checks and Balances: Each branch of government could check up on the other two. This keeps the government in balance.
· Legislative: make the laws
· Executive: carry out the laws
· Judicial: interpret and define the laws
Legislative Branch:
· The people elect representatives to make the laws
· Congress is made up of these representatives and has two houses: the House of Representatives and the Senate. The number of Representatives is based on population; the number of Senators is the same for all states (2).
· Laws are passed by majority vote
· Congress can expel members who commit crimes, but members also have privileges such as not being punished for what they say in Congress
     Executive Branch:
· Executive Branch enforces, or carries out the laws. President can veto (reject) bills sent from Congress.
· The President is the chief executive and is elected for 4 year terms. He may be re-elected once
· The Vice-president is his second in command and is elected at the same time
· The President and Vice President are elected by the Electoral College. The Electoral College is a group of people who take the peoples vote and then select the President.
· The Electoral College was originally established to keep the common people from making a mistake and electing a disastrous leader
· The President must be 35 years old, lived in the US for 14 years and be a natural born citizen
    Judicial Branch:
· The Judicial Branch interprets, or explains the laws
· The most important court is the Supreme Court
· The Supreme Court is located in Washington, D.C.
· The Supreme Court has 9 judges, or justices. They are appointed by the President and confirmed by the Senate. They serve for life
· There are other courts in the US such as District Courts and Appeals Court
· Each state has its own set of courts 

